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P R ES S  R EL EA S E  
 

Busan P artnership a com prom ise, says civil society  
Civil society standards acknow ledged but enabling environm ent rem ains 

stum bling block 
  
1 Decem ber, Busan, R epublic of Korea: “By participating in high level negotiations on aid and developm ent 
for the first tim e, people’s organizations can take credit for cem enting dem ocratic ow nership and human 
rights in the Busan O utcom e Document – but m ore w orks needs to be done on advancing favorable 
conditions for civil society,” said O pen Forum  co-chair Em ele Duituturaga in response to the new ly agreed 
Busan P artnership for Effective Developm ent Cooperation.  
O pen Forum  for CS O  Developm ent Effectiveness – a global civil society platform  engaging thousands of 
organizations w orldw ide – is very pleased w ith the acknow ledgem ent of its m ain outcom es as the guiding 
reference for civil society in their developm ent w ork. Indeed, the Istanbul P rinciples and the International 
Fram ew ork for CS O  Developm ent Effectiveness are both quoted in the Busan P artnership docum ent. 
Civil society is how ever deeply disappointed that com m itm ents from  partner governm ents and donors on 
providing favorable conditions for people’s organizations to operate are not fully defined according to 
international rights standards on w hich they can be held accountable, particularly in light of the grow ing 
evidence of a crackdow n on civil society in m any parts of the w orld. 
“Governm ents m ust recognize CS O s as not only social actors but also political actors in the dem ocratization 
of our societies. For this purpose, w e need an enabling environm ent that has been threatened by violence 
tow ards CS O s, shrinking political and legal spaces, and a huge lack of financing”, said R uben Fernandez of 
the L atin A m erica CS O  netw ork A L O P .  
Although civil society representatives are proud to be part of the new ly forged global partnership, they 
recognize that they had to com prom ise. CS O s w ill therefore continue to pursue a stronger  com m itm ent to 
an enabling environm ent for civil society to fulfill their role in developm ent by taking the Istanbul P rinciples 
and the International Fram ew ork for CS O  Developm ent Effectiveness forw ard as the globally legitim ate 
standards for the future of people participation in developm ent.   
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O pen Forum  for CS O  Developm ent Effectiveness is a global, fully participatory consultation process run by 
and for Civil S ociety O rganizations (CS O s) to build and advance an international CS O  consensus on com m on 
developm ent effectiveness standards and enabling conditions required from  governm ents and donors. T he 
O pen Forum  has finalized the International Fram ew ork for CS O  Developm ent Effectiveness – that include 
the Istanbul P rinciples – as political statem ent on CS O s’ role in developm ent and a distinct long-term  
reference for the developm ent w ork of CS O s w orldw ide. w w w .cso-effectiveness.org.  
BetterAid unites nearly one thousand developm ent organizations from  civil society w orldw ide, and has 
been w orking on developm ent cooperation and challenging the aid effectiveness agenda since January 
2007. BetterAid is leading m any of the civil society activities including in-country consultations, studies and 
m onitoring in the lead up to the 4th High L evel Forum  on Aid Effectiveness (HL F4) in Busan on 29 
N ovem ber - 1 Decem ber 2011. w w w .betteraid.org.   
 


