Recommendations on the five thematic areas discussed during the 5th Civil Society Forum.
GOVERNANCE 

· That the Forum Leaders

· Mandate the Secretary-General to complete the development of an accreditation policy and a framework for engagement with civil society on the basis of proposals that will be submitted by civil society to the PIF Secretariat as soon as possible;

· Encourage member governments to institutionalize a framework for engagement with national civil society organizations;

· Agree to the inclusion of two civil society representatives, chosen by regional CSOs, on the Pacific Plan Taskforce.
SECURITY
· Real security is multi-dimensional and cannot be assured in the Pacific unless resources are protected and managed sustain ably and the development needs of the people are met including:

· Economic, social, political and environmental needs;

· Rights and opportunities especially for youth;

· Redressing social and economic inequality;

· Protecting vulnerable groups especially women, persons with disabilities and ethnic minorities;

· Supporting a campaign for an arms free Pacific including the prohibition of the manufacture of arms and support for the development of a UN Arms Treaty by 2006;

· Declaring an end to nuclear transshipment through the Pacific; and

· Acknowledging the security threat posed by climate change.

· The war on terrorism should not divert resources from the issues identified by Leaders in the Biketawa Declaration “ethnicity, socio-economic disparities, lack of good governance, land disputes and erosion of cultural values.”

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

· The Forum Leaders are urged to use the development of the Pacific Plan to generate a broad ranging national and regional debate with the full participation of civil society on the kind of economic development models the peoples of the Pacific want. The debate should include the exploration, recognition, support and protection for indigenous economic and development models. Pacific Forum Countries should work together to sustain ably and equitably manage the fisheries resources of the Pacific. We recommend that the PICTA/PACER three-year review be deferred until there is a full, participatory and transparent assessment of their actual and potential impacts of member countries and local communities; 

· We affirm the strong stance by PICs in WTO negotiations to pursue their development interests and we urge a freeze on:

· further commitments through free trade negotiations; and 

· accession to the WTO;

· the development of EPA-WTO compatible arrangements by Pacific ACP countries;

· until full consultation has been undertaken: social impact assessments of issues and proposals arising from these negotiations are carried out; and there is clear public understanding of actual and potential impacts of free trade and trade practicalities.

· All trade and investment negotiations must conform fully to the Biketawa Declaration.

SELF-DETERMINATION
· We urge the Leaders to:

· Lobby at the United Nations to have Tahiti-Nui, West Papua, Rapa Nui and Hawaii re-inscribed on the UN Decolonization Committee list;

· Urge the Papua New Guinea Government to ratify urgently the proposed Bougainville Constitution;

· Call on Australia to negotiate a fair maritime boundary with Timor-Leste based on a median line; and

· Encourage the Tongan Government to consider introduction of full democracy under a Constitutional monarchy.

HUMAN RIGHTS
· We urge the Pacific Leaders to give priority to the rights of Pacific peoples by ensuring that domestic legislations are aligned to all relevant international human rights instruments and that those countries which have not yet ratified or implemented relevant instruments or agreements should do so as soon as possible.

In particular:

CEDAW – on women’s rights;

CERD – on racial discrimination;

ILO Convention 169 – on Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

Article 50 of the Cotonou Agreement -  on labour rights;

1990 International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and their families; 
· Implement activities of the Biwako Millennium framework towards an inclusive barrier-free, rights-based society for persons with disabilities and to support the proposed UN Convention to promote and protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities in the Pacific; 

· Provide accessible, affordable and where possible free facilities and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS;

· The Leaders should actively consider visa-free entry by Pacific Island citizens into Australia and New Zealand; and

· We urge Leaders to support the establishment of a Human Rights unit in the Forum Secretariat and draw to their attention our intention to create a civil society regional human rights network.
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